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For over a decade, SIHF has advanced Participatory 
Action Research (PAR) methods to assess risk and 
measure impacts of development projects on indigenous 
communities in Suriname.  PAR overcomes difficulties 
imposed by a lack of consent or engagement by 
disenfranchised communities.  Community participation  
     mobilizes resources and develops holistic solutions,   
       more effective services and sustainable programs.  

Advocacy ensures that the rights of disenfranchised 
individuals are protected, that institutions work the way 
they should, and that legislation and policy reflect the 
interests of the people. Advocacy is essential when 
working with communities undergoing assimilation and 
when acculturation has taken place but institutional  
       assimilation has not or is incomplete.  

Following a decade of research on the causes of health 
and wellbeing that lie outside the health sector and are 
socially and economically formed, SIHF has established 
the Center for Community-Based Global Health Diplomacy  
and is now focusing its efforts on the process of moving  
human rights issues based on health inequities onto  
      systemic and institutional agendas for action  
          using the Outside Initiative model.  

THE CENTER 
In addition to public consultations 
addressing intercultural conflict, 
SIHF’s Center for Community-Based 
Global Health Diplomacy also 
addresses the structural impediments 
to public consultations on issues 
related to health, wellbeing and 
economic development. Our goal is to 
improve existing policies, laws and 
institutions based on international 
standards that will lower the risk of 
social conflict, enhance economic 
development and improve 

measurable health outcomes. 
 

RESEARCH FOCUS 
of the Center is on the development 
of high-level democratic policy 
processes using the Outside Initiative 
model that is community-based and 
resolves the disjuncture between 
global health needs and governance. 

 

FUNDING 
SIHF receives funding from both the 
public and private sectors including 
foundations, individuals, non-
governmental organizations, and 
industry. Please send requests for 
proposals to SIHF Development 
Coordinator at SIHFund@sihfund.org.   

 


